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A MESSAGE FROM 
ARCHBISHOP JACKELS

Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Dubuque serve a very 
important role in the faith formation of students.  They not only 
offer Religion as an academic class, but gospel values are infused 
throughout the curriculum and service activities.

At an opening school mass in the Archdiocese, I was struck with 
the local tradition of high school seniors in the procession, each 
holding the hand of a kindergartner.  The older students were there 
to help, guide, and be a role model for the younger ones.  What a 

great metaphor for what our Catholic schools do!  Catholic education helps students think be-
yond themselves so that they can live out their faith by helping and guiding others.  We support 
Catholic schools because they help make the world a better place, one student at a time. 

During Catholic Schools Week I want to personally thank all of the priests, parishioners, parents, 
teachers, and staff who work hand-in-hand to provide the opportunity for high quality Catholic 
education for our students.

On Sunday, January 31 through Saturday, February 6, all Archdiocesan Catholic Schools will join Catholic schools across the country to 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week 2016. This is the 43rd anniversary of the event whereby schools, parishes and Dioceses in the United States 
join together to thank God for the gift of Catholic Schools and to celebrate.

ACT Participation Rates in 2015:
Archdiocese: 90%  |  State of Iowa: 67%

2015 ACT Scores

English Math Reading Science
Archdiocese 23.6 22.9 24.1 23.4
State of Iowa 21.6 21.5 22.7 22.3

Average ACT scores by subject

42  Early Childhood Centers
45  Elementary and Middle Schools
7   High Schools
9,849  K-12 Students
3149  Early Childhood Students

Archdiocesan Schools 
at Glance

COMMUNITIES OF FAITH
Archdiocesan schools are at the 
heart of the New Evangelization for 
young people. Every week, students 
in Catholic Schools spend over 30 
hours learning more about their own 
Catholic faith and spirituality. That 
immersion, in a school setting, works 
to develop a community of believ-
ers, transforming students who will 
accept and understand the chal-
lenge Jesus lays out for all of us. This 
opportunity for spiritual formation 
encourages and challenges students 
to give back to the Lord and to serve 
others with love. 

AFFORDABILITY 
The Our Faith, Our Children, Our 
Future School Tuition Organization 
awarded over $5.4 million in 2015 
in need based tuition grants to 
over 3,200 students representing 
over 32% of the students attending 
Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque. Families are eligible 
for STO assistance if their taxable 
income is at or below 300% of the 
federal poverty rate for the previous 
tax year. The STO grants are made 
possible through the support of hun-
dreds of donors across the Archdio-
cese. These donors not only receive 
the satisfaction of helping thousands 
of students, but also receive an Iowa 
income tax credit equal to 65% 
of the total donation. In addition, 
their entire gift is eligible for federal 
income tax deductibility. The goal 
for the 2016 tax year is $5,435,024 
million. Donor applications, as well 
as a complete explanation of the 
program, are available at www.our-
faithsto.org. This program benefits all 
of the Archdiocese. Please support 
and share this program with others.


